
SPACE DEBRIS FOUNDATION
Domestic Law Framework for Space Debris

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION AUTHORITIES:

Space Launch Act of 1984, as codified and amended, Title 51 United States Code (U.S.C.),
Commercial Space Transportation, chapter 509; Title 51 U.S.C., Commercial Space Launch
Activities, Sections 50901‐50923.
https://www.congress.gov/98/statute/STATUTE-98/STATUTE-98-Pg3055.pdf

National and Commercial Space Programs Act (NCSPA) of 2010, Title 51 U.S.C., Subtitle VI
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title51&edition=prelim

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Regulations, Title 14, Code of Federal Regulations (CFR),
Parts 415.39, 417.129, 431.43
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/14/415.39
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/14/417.129
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/14/431.43

Mitigation of Orbital Debris in the New Space Age
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-22-74A1.pdf

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION AUTHORITIES:

Title 51, U.S.C., National and Commercial Space Programs, Subtitle VI, Earth Observations,
Section 60122
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title51/subtitle6&edition=prelim

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Department of Commerce Regulations, Title
15, CFR, Part 960, Licensing of Private Land Remote‐Sensing Space Systems; Final Rule
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2024-title15-vol3/pdf/CFR-2024-title15-vol3-part960.p
df

NOAA Satellites: Per National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service
(NESDIS) Policy NQP‐0304, NOAA follows NASA policy and best practices for
decommissioning and disposal for the fleet of U.S. meteorological satellites NOAA operates.
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NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION AUTHORITIES:

National Aeronautics and Space Act, Title 51 United States Code Sec. 10101, et seq.
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title51&edition=prelim

NASA Procedural Requirements for Limiting Orbital Debris, NPR 8715.6E, 2024
https://nodis3.gsfc.nasa.gov/npg_img/N_PR_8715_006E_/N_PR_8715_006E_.pdf

NASA Process for Limiting Orbital Debris, NS 8719.14C, 2021
https://www.nasa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/process_for_limiting_orbital_debris.pdf

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION AUTHORITIES

Communications Act of 1934, as amended, Title 47 U.S.C., Section 301 et. seq.
https://bja.ojp.gov/program/it/privacy-civil-liberties/authorities/statutes/1288

Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Regulations, Title 47, CFR, Parts 5, 25, and 97;
initial publication at 69 Federal Register 54586 (September 9, 2004)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-47
Part 5 (Experimental Licensing)
Part 25 (Most Satellite Communications)
Part 97 (Amateur Satellite)

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AUTHORITIES:

Title 10 United States Code
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/10

DoD Directive 3100.10 (Space Policy), 2022; DoD Instruction 3100.12 (Space Support), 2000
https://www.esd.whs.mil/Portals/54/Documents/DD/issuances/dodd/310010p.PDF
https://www.esd.whs.mil/Portals/54/Documents/DD/issuances/dodi/310012p.pdf

NATIONAL POLICIES:

U.S. National Space Policy, 2020
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/National-Space-Policy.pdf
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U.S. Space Priorities Framework, 2021
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/united-states-space-priorities-framewo
rk-_-december-1-2021.pdf

Orbital Debris Mitigation Standard Practices, 2001, updated 2019
https://orbitaldebris.jsc.nasa.gov/library/usg_orbital_debris_mitigation_standard_practices_nove
mber_2019.pdf

SPD-3 (Space Policy Directive), 2018
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/presidential-actions/space-policy-directive-3-national-spac
e-traffic-management-policy/

National Orbital Debris Mitigation Plan, 2022
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/07-2022-NATIONAL-ORBITAL-DEBRI
S-IMPLEMENTATION-PLAN.pdf

LEGISLATION

ORBITS Act of 2022 (Orbital Sustainability Act)
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/4814/all-info#:~:text=%2F21%2F2022)-
,Orbital%20Sustainability%20Act%20of%202022%20or%20the%20ORBITS%20Act%20of,and
%20on%2Dorbit%20activities)

Space SSA Transition Act of 2023 (Space Safety and Situational Awareness)
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/5431/all-info

Launch Communications Act of 2023
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/1648

Commercial Space Act of 2023
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/6131

Commercial Space Launch Competitiveness Act of 2015
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/2262
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